HABDA CODE OF ETHICS

A MIDDLE EASTERN DANCER’S PROFESSIONAL ATTITUDE:

We are professional dancers.  As such, we must put forth a professional attitude with respect for the culture, the dancer, our audiences, and ourselves.  For example, leave with the individual you arrived with….do not leave the venue with a new acquaintance.

Stick together with other dancers.  Do not criticize another dancer to a client, the general public or on Tribe, My Space, etc.  This type of behavior will only weaken us and our position in working in the Houston area as well as other markets.

A MIDDLE EASTERN DANCER’S PROFESSIONAL APPEARANCE:
When you are not performing, either arriving or departing a venue, be covered.  A cape, cloak or caftan will keep the mystery of the dancer alive.  Between sets, a veil could be used as a cover up but when arriving or departing a venue a more discreet cover up is more professional.

When your gig is over and you are planning to go out to other clubs or restaurants with friends or family, change into your street clothes.  Costumes are for performances. This helps preserve the dignity and mystery of the Middle Eastern Dancer.  
Know your audience.  For example, will religious individuals in the audience be offended by a bare stomach?  Will families and children be present?  Take your audience into consideration when choosing your costuming for each venue.

Honor original commitments you make to dance.  Once you have taken a dance job, do not cancel the original job if you get an offer for more money, etc.

Your acceptance of any performance is a commitment to perform a service.  If you must cancel, attempt to find a suitable substitute dancer.  By the same token, if you substitute for a dancer, remember that the job originally belonged to her.  You borrowed it.

Do not pass out your personal business cards if you are hired for a show by another dancer, a studio or an agency.

Do not knowingly undercut another dancer to obtain a job.  This is a matter of professional ethics, respect, courtesy and unity.

One of the basic ideas for HABDA is an open forum for discussion and for comparison.  In order for dancers to obtain the correct payment for a professional job, an awareness of the market is necessary.

In order to establish rates and standardization, we must present a united front.  Dancers, who are currently performing at a particular venue or have performed there in the past, should share information with you regarding the venue and its owners.

